	15
MINUTES
	PROTECTING YOUR WEALTH
Five safeguards for the assets, income and people you value.



	THE GOAL:  Identify the risks that could cause the greatest harm and put practical safeguards in place before a crisis.



	01  TRANSFER CATASTROPHIC RISK
Insurance is most valuable when a loss could overwhelm your savings or income.
DO THIS: Review home, auto, umbrella, disability, life, long-term-care and business coverage after major life events.
	02  LOCK DOWN YOUR IDENTITY
Fraud can reach credit, taxes, email, bank accounts and investments even when your portfolio is sound.
DO THIS: Freeze credit, use MFA and add alerts to every online account, verify unexpected contacts, and create a family fraud-response plan.

	03  AUTHORIZE HELP IN ADVANCE
A durable financial power of attorney lets a trusted agent act if you cannot manage your affairs.
DO THIS: Name primary and successor agents, define their authority, and coordinate health-care directives. 
	04  PLAN ASSET TRANSFERS
A funded revocable trust and properly coordinated non-probate tools can reduce delay, cost and conflict.
DO THIS: Check trust funding, titles, POD/TOD instructions, joint ownership and beneficiary designations.



	05
ASK AN EXPERT
	PAY FOR ADVICE BEFORE THE MISTAKE
Get coordinated legal, tax, insurance or investment advice before major sales, retirement decisions, family changes, gifts, moves, claims or complex documents.



	YOUR ANNUAL
15-MINUTE CHECK
Review again after any major life event. Much of this is free – just your time to review and plan.
	□  Could a major loss overwhelm current coverage or cash?
□  Are fraud controls, powers of attorney and health directives current?
□  Do trust funding, account titles and beneficiaries match the plan?
□  Is expert advice needed before an irreversible decision?


Protect wealth before it is needed. 
Plan early. 
Coordinate often. 
Review annually.
